
Honors English 10 Summer Assignment 

 

Assignment Overview: 

Topic: What makes a good student, teacher, or English Course? Select one.  

Length: 2 pages (5 strong paragraphs will be sufficient: Body, Reason 1-3, and Conclusion) 

Format: Times New Roman, Double Spaced, 12 pt. font, MLA heading 

Due Date: Hand in to your Ms. Mayer on the first day of class. 

 

Honors English 10 Summer Assignment Guidelines (Due the first day of class to Ms. 

Mayer) 

In order to best serve incoming Honors English 10 students, a writing sample is required 

of all students. This essay not only serves as a first assignment for the course, but it also serves 

as an introduction to your thoughts on the learning process and your abilities as a writer. Have 

the essay proofread and thoroughly revised before handing it in. Late essays will not be accepted. 

This essay will count as the first grade in the course next fall. For questions please feel free to 

see Ms. Mayer during seminar or email questions to emayer@usd232.org. 

For the assignment, write a 2 page essay in which you explain how you would determine 

if a student, teacher, or an English course is effective. What are the most important attributes that 

those items must have in order to be “good” or effective at whatever their goals are? In order to 

accomplish the essay, you must first choose one of the following: student, teacher, or English 

course. Then, determine 3 criteria for evaluation, or the items that are most important in 

determining whether or not a student, teacher, or English course is effective. For instance, you 

might think the most important things for a teacher to have are passion, knowledge about the 

subject, and a desire to get to know the individual students in their room. Basing the essay 

around a central thesis, explain why each criterion is important with thorough examples or 

observations you’ve had during your time as a student. Rather than evaluating a specific 

individual or classroom, simply explore how you might evaluate their effectiveness. You may 

use a five paragraph format, with an introduction, three body paragraphs that explore each of the 

criteria in turn, and a conclusion, but you don’t have to be limited to that format. 

 


